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SUBJECT: INTEREST IN CONSULTANCY FOR UAE 

REF: (A) ABU DHABI 2517; (B) ABU DHABI A-24 DTD AUGUST 31, 

1975 

1 . WASHINGTON OFFICE OF SKIDMORE OWINGS, AND MERRILL (SOM), 
MAJOR REGIONAL PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANT FIRM, 
HAS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN CONSULTANCY BUSINESS IN THE 

UAE. IN ADDITION TO GENERAL PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR CONSUL- 
TANCY WORK IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED 
REFAIR (B), FIRM DESIRES TO EXPLORE SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITY 
OF CONSULTANCY IN TOWN PLANNING DETAILED IN REFTEL (A). 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO DETERMINE WHETHER DUE DATE FOR 
PRE-QUALIFICATION IN TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANCY DETAILED IN 
REFAIR (B) CAN BE EXTENDED TO ALLOW SKIDMORE OWINGS AND 
MERRILL TO PRE-QUALIFY. FURTHER REQUEST EMBASSY'S BEST 
JUDGMENT AS TO WHETHER A VISIT FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF SOM 
TO DETERMINE DETAILS ON DUBAI TOWN PLANNING CONSULTANCY 
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WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE. REPLY NEEDED BY OPENING BUSINESS 
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